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In 2018, the Bahrani government passed a series of laws explicitly banning members of previously dissolved political parties from 
fully participating in political and civil life as part of a years-long effort to disenfranchise, ban, and criminalize political opposition. 
Bahrain’s political rights law was amended in June 2018 to explicitly bar individuals from running for election in Bahrain’s Council 
of Representatives if they were once a member of a previously dissolved political group. In advance of the November 2022 
parliamentary elections, Human Rights Watch has documented cases of the implementation of the political isolation laws since 
2018. The report finds that Bahrain’s political isolation laws poses an existential threat to the health and viability of Bahrain’s 
civil society, pressures that will only increase going forward. The laws socially, politically, and economically marginalize members 
of previously dissolved political societies, opposition figures, government critics, former political prisoners.
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