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Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission Hearing

Victims’ Rights in Burma
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Dr. Michael F. Martin is a Specialist in Asian Affairs for the
", Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress. From
1994 to 1998, he was the assistant chief economist for the Hong
Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC). Prior to his time with
HKTDC, Dr. Martin taught at Hong Kong Baptist University,
~ Doshisha University (Kyoto, Japan), Colby College and Tufts
University. After leaving Hong Kong in 1998, Mike worked for six years for the American Road
& Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) in Washington, DC. Dr. Martin holds a
Bachelor of Arts in economics from Michigan State University, and a master’s and Ph.D. in
economics from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Gum San Nsang is the President of Kachin Alliance, a network of Kachin
communities and organizations that advocates for the rights of the Kachin ethnic
nationality. Gum San Nsang received his Bachelor of Science and Finance from
Indiana University Kelly School of Business and has attended Santa Monica
College for several years for Business Administration and Management.

Tun Khin is the current President of the Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK
which has been a leading voice for Rohingya people around the world. Tun
Khin has briefed officials on the continuing human rights violations
committed against Rohingya populations at the U.S. Congress and State
Department, British Parliament, Swedish Parliament, European Union
Parliament and Commission, the UN Indigenous Forum in NY and the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva. He has written articles for the press and
published opinion pieces in the Huffington Post, Democratic Voice of Burma and Mizzima
Burmese Medias. Tun Khin received a leadership award from Refugees International in April
2015 for his work on the Rohingya issue.
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Skye Wheeler works as an emergencies researcher for the Women’s Rights
Division of Human Rights Watch, where she monitors and documents
women’s rights abuses during human rights crises including situations of
armed conflict, massive civilian displacement, and large-scale Kkillings.
Previously, Skye worked as a researcher for the Africa Division monitoring,
investigating and documenting human rights in Sudan and South Sudan.
Before joining Human Rights Watch in February 2013, she worked for
OXFAM America and as a journalist for a range of outlets including Thomson Reuters.

Matthew Smith is a co-founder and Chief Executive Officer of Fortify
Rights, a human rights organization that has been researching the Rohingya
crisis. Matthew previously worked with Human Rights Watch (2011-2013),
where he authored several reports on critical rights issues in Myanmar and
China. Matthew also served as a project coordinator and senior consultant at
EarthRights International (2005-2011) and was a 2014 Echoing Green
Global Fellow. Before moving to Southeast Asia in 2005, Matthew worked
with Kerry Kennedy of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human Rights on Speak
Truth to Power. He also worked as a community organizer in New York City and as an
emergency-services caseworker in Mobile, Alabama. He has an M.A. from Columbia University
and a B.A. from Le Moyne College.

Francisco Bencosme is the Asia Pacific Advocacy Manager at Amnesty
International USA. Previously, he was a Professional Staff Member on the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, where he assisted Democratic
senators on issues related to East Asia/Pacific, South Asia, and State
Department/USAID oversight. Francisco also served as the President of the
Congressional Hispanic Staff Association and as a board member of the
Foreign Affairs Congressional Staff Association. Francisco has a Master of
Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University, a graduate
certificate from the USAF Air University, and a Bachelor of Arts from Wake Forest University.

Daniel Sullivan is the senior advocate for human rights at Refugees
International. Dan focuses on Myanmar, Sudan, South Sudan, and other
areas affected by mass displacement. Dan has more than 15 years of
experience working on human rights and foreign policy, including five years
with United to End Genocide and previous positions at the Brookings
Institution, Human Rights First, and the Albright Stonebridge Group, where
he assisted former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in her role as co-
chair of the Genocide Prevention Task Force. Dan has a Master’s degree in International Conflict
Management from the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) and a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from Harvard University.
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