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Mr. Chairman McGovern and Mr. Chairman Smith, thank you for 
convening this hearing on the murder of Pat Finucane and his family’s 
long struggle for a full inquiry into his killing. 

I am senior advisor at Human Rights First, an organization which has 
been advocating for such an inquiry for decades, since we were 
known as the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights.1 I have 
continued this work at Human Rights First for many years, and was a 
co-author of a major piece of academic research published this year 
called Bitter Legacy: State Impunity in the Northern Ireland Conflict.2 

The report, written by a panel of international human rights experts 
convened by the Norwegian Center for Human Rights at the request 
of the Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ) and the Pat 
Finucane Centre (PFC), concluded that the British government 
operated a “widespread, systematic, and systemic” practice of 

 
1 https://www.irishamerica.com/2014/03/fordham-calls-for-finucane-inquiry/; 
https://lawcat.berkeley.edu/record/144569?ln=en 
2 https://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/about/id/law/nipanel.html 

https://lawcat.berkeley.edu/record/144569?ln=en
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impunity protecting security forces from sanction during the conflict in 
Northern Ireland. 

In addition to detailing widespread collusion between state security 
forces and paramilitaries, the Panel’s report describes much broader 
evidence of torture and ill-treatment by security forces than previously 
reported. This includes cases of waterboarding, electric shock 
treatment, mock execution, drugging detainees, sexual abuse, 
degradation, and humiliation. 

It noted too how many families of victims have been publicly 
disbelieved or demonized when searching for the truth, and could not 
afford a costly and risky campaign for accountability. Others have 
seen little hope of finding justice. As much of the violence occurred 
some fifty years ago, the window of opportunity to collect these voices 
and present them publicly may be closing soon, and it is critical to 
properly address their grievances against the impunity which has 
affected their lives and the well-being of their communities and 
society. 

The murder of Pat Finucane is also featured at length in the 200-page 
document, and traces the British government’s various inadequate 
reviews and inquiries to date, and the context of the Finucane family's 
long struggle for the truth.  We at Human Rights First have supported 
their campaign for many years, and know they have found long-term 
allies in the United States Congress. 

Many other families have faced similar challenges to the Finucanes in 
terms of obstruction and hostility from a series of British governments, 
and we have noted the damage done to the search for truth and 
accountability by the Legacy Act, which came into force in May 2024. 

We join many others, including a broad range of local civil society 
actors and activists in Northern Ireland, in calling on the new British 
government to keep the promise it announced in its election manifesto 
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to repeal the act. Many families are waiting for inquests or other legal 
mechanisms to reveal why and how their loved ones were killed.3 

The Independent Commission for Reconciliation and Information 
Retrieval (IRIR), the body established under the UK 2023 legacy act to 
“review” certain conflict related cases and issue immunity certificates, 
is deficient in many areas, and clearly does not have widespread 
support from families of victims. It should be scrapped. 

Many families, like the Finucanes, who had loved ones killed as the 
result of collusion by British security forces, have also had to struggle 
for many years without help from the authorities to establish what 
happened. 

Indeed, Police investigations were often obstructed by a lack of 
cooperation from Special Branch, including holding back intelligence, 
“losing” evidence and destroying documents. Information was 
routinely withheld by parts of the police from others investigating 
murders and other crimes.  

This obstruction often amounted to a cover-up of collusion. Surviving 
paper trails suggest that there was enough evidence in many cases to 
bring charges against perpetrators involved in collusion at the time. An 
unknown number of lives would have been saved if correct processes 
had been followed during the conflict.  

But a reluctance by the State to even investigate, let alone prosecute, 
its own agents, meant that victims have not achieved the 
accountability to which they are entitled. The lack of effective 
investigations seriously damaged victims’ right to justice, truth and 
reparations. Subsequent, post-conflict attempts to discover the truth 
and hold perpetrators to account were invariably hampered by 
evidence being withheld and sometimes lost forever. 

 
3 https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/new-british-government-should-keep-its-manifesto-promise-
and-immediately-repeal-northern-ireland-legacy-act/  
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Thirty-five years is too long for the Finucane family to wait for the 
British government to do the right thing and announce a full, 
independent public inquiry. 

We at Human Rights First also note that Pat Finucane was not the last 
human rights lawyer to be killed in Northern Ireland, and others 
continue to be vilified and smeared for their work. We produced a 
report on this in 2017, and continue to document cases of human 
rights lawyers being targeted.4 

We note too from our work in Bahrain, Egypt, Hong Kong, Hungary, 
Poland, Ukraine, the United Arab Emirates, and in Britain, a wider 
context of attacks on human rights lawyers. We know too that in many 
other places around the world human rights lawyers continue to be 
targeted and killed and, as with Pat Finucane, many States fail to 
adequately investigate the killings.5 

Human Rights First urges the British government to stand by its 
promises to repeal the Legacy Act, and to finally give the Finucane 
family the proper inquiry to which they have a right. We also urge the 
British and Irish governments to implement an independent 
international commission to investigate impunity and other issues 
related to the conflict overall.  

We applaud those Members of Congress who have stood by the 
Finucane family for many years, and who stand with other families 
also looking for the truth about what happened to their loved ones.  

Ends/ 

 
4 https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/new-report-details-vilification-of-human-rights-lawyers-in-
northern-ireland/; 
5 https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/new-report-details-threats-to-immigration-lawyers-in-britain/; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CTjP9KkT-Y; https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/Hungary-report_May.10.2024.pdf; 
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/new-polish-government-similar-border-policies/; 
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/as-uae-waffles-on-human-rights-u-s-congress-must-act/ ; 
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/crimean-human-rights-lawyers-appeal-for-solidarity-in-wake-
of-attacks/ 

https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/as-uae-waffles-on-human-rights-u-s-congress-must-act/

