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Mr. Bruce Vaughn (Moderator), Mr. James P. McGovern 
(Co-Chair), and Mr. Christopher H. Smith (Co-Chair): 

I thank you and the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission 
of the United States Congress for this opportunity to brief 
about the grave impact of the ongoing enforced 
disappearances in Bangladesh. 

Enforced disappearances are taking place in Bangladesh 
with blanket impunity as an integral part of the State’s 
policy of the incumbent Sheikh Hasina government. This is 
a ‘crime against humanity’ as defined in the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court.  1

The Government of Bangladesh disregards the calls made by 
the independent human rights experts of the United Nations 
(UN). The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances (WGEID) repeatedly urged for credible 
investigation and prosecution of the perpetrators of 
enforced disappearances , which the government has 2

 UN Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, Crime Against Humanity Definition. For further 1
details, please see: https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/crimes-against-humanity.shtml  

 Report of the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to the 45th Regular Session of the 2
Human Rights Council, September 2020. For further details, please see: https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/A/HRC/
45/13  
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trashed. At the UN Human Rights Council’s Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR) and the Treaty Bodies’ review 
sessions the State officials denied the occurrence of enforced 
disappearances.   3

Incumbent Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, as the head of the 
government, officially defends her government’s policy of 
disappearing people. Hasina, in one of her parliamentary 
speeches, justified enforced disappearances and claimed 
that the United States and the United Kingdom commit 
enforced disappearances.  The government defends and 4

denies that the crime takes place in Bangladesh and 
continues silencing the dissidents.  

These publicly exposed governmental positions keep 
empowering the perpetrators, specially the security forces, 
the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), the Detective Branch 
(DB) and Counter-Terrorism Unit of the Bangladesh Police, 
and the Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) 
who consistently commit enforced disappearances with 
impunity. These forces also maintain online and offline 
surveillance that leads to direct intimidation, threats, and 
harassments to the surviving families of the disappeared 

 Bangladesh’s Law Minister Anisul Huq told the United Nations Committee Against Torture, in July 2019, that “We do 3
not agree to the proposition that enforced disappearances occur in Bangladesh frequently”. Meenakshi Ganguly, 
Enforced Disappearances Met With Denials From Bangladesh, The Diplomat, 22 August 2019. For further details, 
please see: https://thediplomat.com/2019/08/enforced-disappearances-met-with-denials-from-bangladesh/ 
 
In March 2017 at the UN Human Rights Committee Review in official comments on the Concluding Observations Law 
Minister Anisul Huq claimed that “‘enforced disappearances’, as a terminology, does not exist in the penal laws of 
Bangladesh, the crimes have been covered by the laws under ‘abduction’ and ‘kidnapping’ which apply equally to the 
belonging to law enforcement agencies.” is not an offence under the penal law of Bangladesh, and thus, the crime does 
not occur in the country’. For further details, please see: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/
Shared%20Documents/BGD/INT_CCPR_COB_BGD_27023_E.pdf  

 The Guardian, Bangladesh PM claims 'forced disappearances take place in UK and US', 25 November 2017. For 4
further details, please see: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/25/bangladesh-pm-sheikh-hasina-claims-
forced-disappearances-take-place-in-uk-and-us 
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victims. The government of Bangladesh has created an 
entrenched fear psychosis in the society as a whole. 

Bangladesh’s criminal justice system not only abdicates its 
constitutional power to administer justice, it is, in fact, 
incapable of holding the perpetrators accountable. We must 
understand that the survivors of gross human rights 
violations, such as enforced disappearances, do not have 
universal access to the complaint mechanism mostly 
controlled by the Police. Since 2009, amongst the hundreds 
of disappearances, very few were allowed to be registered. A 
judicial officer had, so far, probed only one case following a 
Habeas Corpus petition filed with the High Court Division of 
the Supreme Court. The judicial probe report concluded that 
the police were responsible for disappearing a homeopathic 
practitioner. The High Court Division officially received the 
probe report in July 2017. Yet none of the perpetrators has 
been held accountable. 
 
The diplomats representing the Bangladesh Government, 
such as the Ambassador to the United States, claim that the 
regime has ‘investigated the matters with due seriousness’.  5

In order to substantiate this claim, can the Bangladesh 
Government submit a set of credible criminal investigation 
reports on the cases of enforced disappearances  to the Co-6

Chairs of this Commission within next 24 hours? 

 Letter written by Bangladesh’s Ambassador to the United States on 30 August 2021 to the Co-Chairs of TLHRC. For 5
further details, please see: https://humanrightscommission.house.gov/sites/humanrightscommission.house.gov/files/
documents/Letter%20to%20Co-Chairs%20of%20TLHRC.pdf 

 Human Rights Watch, Decade of Enforced Disappearances, 16 August 2021. For further details, please see: http://6
internap.hrw.org/features/features/Bangladesh_Decade_of_Disappearances/?
fbclid=IwAR0RYM_Ie3Xouue91GtFPLnQadGgUtg_3TwD8qRDcLTcLgen-Z9tM5OB-Ts#
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The truth is, the possibility for the surviving families to get 
justice from Bangladesh’s domestic justice mechanism is 
exhausted. The TLHR Commission of the US Congress can 
comprehensively value this information and go for fact-
checks through its own capacities. 

In order to make the people’s life peaceful and normal, the 
mastermind, and officials having the command 
responsibilities, and the perpetrators must be held 
accountable. 

Mr. Moderator, and Messrs Co-Chairs, 
 
I believe that the Members of this Commission will promptly 
initiate action-oriented legal approaches, in accordance with 
the Commission’s mandate, to demonstrate the 
commitment to “promote, defend and advocate 
internationally recognized human rights norms reflecting 
the role and responsibilities of the United States Congress”. 

I look forward to the questions you may ask for further 
clarification! 

# # #  

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) works towards the radical rethinking and fundamental 
redesigning of justice institutions in order to protect and promote human rights in Asia. Established in 1984, 
the Hong Kong based organisation is a Laureate of the Right Livelihood Award, 2014
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