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MODERN ERA OF
ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION
1954 - first successful kidney transplant conducted in Boston
1960s - liver, pancreas and heart
1980s - lung and living-related lung and liver

SUCCESS of TRANSPLANTATION
1) tissue typing and
2) immunosuppressant drugs

 donors and recipients no longer had to be relatives but could
be biologically, socially and geographically distant

SCOPE

World Health Organization (March 2007) estimate:
illicit kidney removals for transplantation account for 5–
10% of the approximately 65,000 kidney transplants
performed annually throughout the world.

VICTIMS’ CONSEQUENCES
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However, renal failure = tuberculosis
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The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, Especially Women and Children defines trafficking in persons
as:
the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of
persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving
of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having
control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the
prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced
labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude
or the removal of organs.
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The UN Protocol criminalizes human trafficking,
including for the removal of an organ.

The United States ratified this Convention in 2005.

ISTANBUL DECLARATION ON
ORGAN TRAFFICKING AND TRANSPLANT TOURISM

In 2008 experts on organ trafficking established the definition of organ
trafficking to mean:
the recruitment, transport, transfer, harboring, or receipt of living or
deceased persons or their organs by means of the threat or use of
force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of
deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability, or
of the giving to, or the receiving by, a third party of payments or
benefits to achieve the transfer of control over the potential donor,
for the purpose of exploitation by the removal of organs for
transplantation.
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4. the receipt of payments or benefits for an organ does not
exclude cases from being considered HTOR
5. an individual can also be received for the purpose of an
organ removal- i.e. they may have been recruited indirectly
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1. add human trafficking for an organ removal (HTOR) to the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA).
2. extend the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the National Organ
Transplant Act (NOTA) to ban U.S. citizens or legal residents from
engaging in organ tourism.
3. encourage urgent action in key countries where HTOR continues
to thrive including but not limited to Egypt and India.
4. support the development of further evidence-based
investigations by NGOs and government bodies and support
programs that provide outreach to victims of HTOR.

EVIDENCE BASED,
VICTIM-CENTERED FINDINGS
• Egypt- Sudanese Victims
•

India

Egyptian Victims

FINDINGS- SUDANESE VICTIMS IN EGYPT
• COFS-Egypt identified 57 Sudanese refugees and
asylum seekers in Egypt who said they were
victims of HTOR for a kidney
• interviewed 12 of these victims
• arranged medical follow-up care for 5 of them
• ultrasounds and physical exams confirmed that
kidneys had been removed in all 5 cases.

FINDINGS- SUDANESE VICTIMS IN EGYPT

• 39 (68%) are from Darfur
• 26 (46%) are female
• 5(9%) are children

FINDINGS- INDIA

• 1500 victims identified in Chennai and Erode
(more being identified in Calcutta and Bangalore)
• 111 victims interviewed and provided medical
follow-up
• 73 percent are female
• 94 percent reported that debt drove them to
the kidney sale

