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From the Eighth Plenary Meeting of the World Health Assembly,

22 May 2004, A57/VR/8. WHA57.18

1. URGES Member States:

(1) to implement effective national oversight of procurement, 

processing and transplantation of human cells, tissues and organs, 

including ensuring accountability for human material for transplantation;

(2) to cooperate in the formulation of recommendations and guidelines 

to harmonize global practices in the procurement, to harmonize global practices in the procurement, 

(3) to consider setting up ethics commissions to ensure the ethics of cell,

tissue and  organ transplantation;

(4) to extend the use of living kidney donations when possible, 

in addition to donations from deceased donors;

(5) to take measures to protect the poorest and vulnerable groups 

from transplant tourism and the sale of tissues and organs, 

including attention to the wider problem of international trafficking 

in human tissues and organs;



The Declaration of Istanbul 

on Organ Trafficking and Transplant Tourism

Istanbul SummitIstanbul Summit

To address the growing problems of organ sales, transplant tourism and  

trafficking in organ donors in the context of the global shortage of organs, 

a Summit Meeting was held in Istanbul of more than 150 representatives of 

scientific and medical bodies from 78 countries around the world, and

Including government officials, social scientists, and ethicists. 

Istanbul SummitIstanbul Summit

April 30th – May 2 , 2008













?  liver donor from Bangladesh
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/asia-pacific/111024/bangladesh-

dhaka-organ-trade-microfinance-grameen





Organ Trafficking 

Illegal

Transplant Tourism

No legal definition and no prohibition by national law

If transplant tourism involves illegal organ trade

there is a territorial limitation 





























The different aspects of the Iranian controlled LURDs

program should be appraised and necessary changes should

be made before presenting it as a successful model

to the rest of the world.



The Declaration of Istanbul 

on Organ Trafficking and Transplant Tourism

• Organ trafficking and transplant tourism violate respect for human 

dignity and the principles of equity and justice and should be prohibited.

• Because transplant commercialism targets impoverished and otherwise 

vulnerable donors *, it inexorably leads to inequity and injustice and 

should be prohibited.should be prohibited.

(*such as minors, illiterate and impoverished persons, undocumented      

immigrants, prisoners, and political or economic refugees)

• This prohibition should include him a ban on all types of advertising 

(including electronic and print media), soliciting, or brokering for the 

purpose of transplant commercialism, organ trafficking,                         

or transplant tourism.





The Declaration of Istanbul 

on Organ Trafficking and Transplant Tourism

5. Jurisdictions, countries and regions should strive to achieve self-

sufficiency in organ donation by providing a sufficient number of 

organs for residents in need from within the country or through 

regional cooperation. 

– Collaboration between countries is not inconsistent with national       

self- sufficiency as long as the collaboration protects the vulnerable, 

promotes equality between donor and recipient populations, and does 

not violate these principles; 

– Treatment of patients from outside the country or jurisdiction is only 

acceptable if it does not undermine a country’s ability to provide 

transplant services for its own population.










