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• Thank you, Co-Chairmen McGovern and Smith for convening this hearing 
on “Forced Organ Harvesting in China: Examining the Evidence” to 
discuss the terrifying—and illegal—practice of the People’s Republic of 
China.  
 

• Today’s hearing serves as a reminder to the world, and indeed to 
ourselves, of the longstanding commitment we have to uphold basic 
human rights, including the right to govern one’s own body. 

 

• First, let me welcome our witnesses:  
o Sir Geoffrey Nice QC, Chair, China Tribunal, and Former 

Lead Prosecutor, UN International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia. 

o Matthew P. Robertson, doctoral candidate, Australian 
National University (Canberra) and co-author, "Execution by 
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Organ Procurement: Breaching the Dead Donor Rule in China," 
published in the American Journal of Transplantation. 

o Ethan Gutmann, China Studies Research Fellow, Victims of 
Communism Memorial Foundation, and author of The 
Slaughter. 

o Dr. Enver Tohti Bugdha, an oncology surgeon who was 
ordered by the Chinese government to carry out the first known 
case of live organ harvesting in 1994. 

o Robert A. Destro, Former Assistant Secretary for Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor, Department of State, and Professor, 
Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America.  

 

• The Chinese government has denied allegations of organ harvesting of 
Falun Gong members; however, in response to international outcry about 
Chinese transplantation practices, China began to reform its practices in 
2012, making efforts to criminalize organ trafficking, stem organ tourism, 
and ban the harvesting of organs from executed prisoners.  

 

• Most victims of this practice likely die as a result of having their organs 
removed.  Although evidence is difficult to obtain, there is an abundance 
of clear indications that thousands of completely innocent people from 
Chinese labor camps have been ‘sentenced’ to death in recent years, in 
order to profitably sell and transplant their organs. 

 

• These innocent individuals reportedly include Falun Gong members, 
Uyghurs, prisoners, religious minorities, and others.  

 

• Today, the People’s Republic maintains the largest forced labor camp 
system in the world. Approximately 1,000 camps are part of the so-called 
“Laogai” complex. According to various estimates, the Chinese authorities 
exploit between three and seven million people as slaves – seven days a 
week, sometimes up to 18 hours a day. Torture and violence, insufficient 
food and water, sleep deprivation, and the denial of medical care are 
everyday occurrences for many prisoners. 
 

• A massive number of prisoners are detained completely arbitrarily in 
China, without having committed a crime. Chinese police departments 
can (without judges or lawyers) ‘administratively’ admit citizens of the 
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People’s Republic to forced labor camps for “re-education through labor” 
for up to four years – without an accusation, due process, or possibility of 
defense or appeal. 

 

• Evidence suggests that followers of Falun Gong who have been arbitrarily 
imprisoned are especially likely to become victims of organ harvesting.  
Uyghurs are also frequent victims of organ harvesting. 

 

• Forced organ harvesting in China targets specific ethnic, linguistic, or 
religious minorities held in detention, often without cause or explanation.  
This discriminatory treatment of the prisoners or detainees based on their 
ethnicity and religion or belief is deeply concerning.  

 

• Since Chinese authorities consistently block access to information and on-
site inspections, it is very difficult to obtain judicial evidence. However, 
there is a wealth of compelling evidence proving that people are killed for 
their organs on a large scale in the People’s Republic of China.  

 
• In China, there is an aversion to organ donation due to cultural reasons. 

Nevertheless, the People’s Republic of China performs the most organ 
transplantations every year, after the US.   

 

• But—where do these donor organs come from? The Chinese authorities 
and transplant facilities refuse to provide further information. 

 

• Using publicly available data, studies from 2016 and 2017 found 
indicators of a “booming” transplantation industry in China, including 
short wait times for donor applicants, or “organs on demand.” 

 
• Transplanting organs from a person who has been executed, is brain 

dead and whose heart is still beating, requires complex and delicate 
coordination between the executioners and the doctors salvaging the 
organs. This means that Chinese physicians have essentially joined the 
execution procedure to avoid losing the organ due to a lack of 
coordination. 
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• Physicians around the world share a common duty to preserve life. 
Medical professionals’ involvement in this trafficking is a frightening 
concept, made even more terrifying because it is our reality. 

 

• Forced organ harvesting is a wicked, heinous act that constitutes a crime 
against humanity.  

 

• This torture demands an urgent response from the international 
community.  

 

• I look forward to hearing from our witnesses today about the mounting 
evidence that organ trafficking is taking place in China.  

 


