
 

1 

 

 

Dear President Obama and Secretary of State Kerry, 

As leaders of religious communities and faith-based organizations, we are grateful for President 

Obama’s support of the peace process in Colombia. After fifty years of internal armed conflict 

that has displaced over five million people and shattered countless lives, we join with our 

Colombian sisters and brothers during the upcoming 2013 Days of Prayer and Action for 

Colombia to say, “Now Is the Time for Peace with Justice.”  

We know a lasting peace can only be built on the strong foundation of truth, justice, reparations 

to victims, and reconciliation at every level of Colombian society.  Therefore we urge you to 

press the Government of Colombia for: 

 Greater inclusion of victims of the violence and broad participation of civil society in the 

peace negotiations and in the implementation and verification of peace accords. Peace 

must be built from the ground up as well as negotiated from the top down. The 

engagement of every sector of society – including victims’ associations, displaced 

communities, civil society organizations, religious communities, and labor unions – is 

necessary to construct a just and sustainable peace; 

 A bilateral cease fire and a commitment from all parties to respect international 

humanitarian law even as negotiations proceed so as to protect the civilian populations 

still caught in the crossfire, especially the most vulnerable – Indigenous and Afro-

Colombian communities, women and children, and farmers in rural areas; 

 Establishment of an independent truth commission to find and reveal the full truth about 

those who implemented, ordered, financed and promoted the violence and violations of 

human rights and international humanitarian law against the civilian population, whether 

they be guerrillas, paramilitary forces, or the government's own security forces; 

 Dismantling of paramilitary and guerrilla successor groups, as well as other illegal armed 

groups, to ensure the protection after a peace accord of rural communities, displaced 

communities returning to their land, and those relocated to urban centers; and 

 A commitment to strong measures of justice for those guerrillas, paramilitaries or state 

security forces who committed atrocities or gross violations of human rights or 

international humanitarian law. The victims of violence themselves should be included in 

the process of defining justice for the perpetrators of violence. The restoration of justice 

should also include fair and meaningful reparations to the victims and programs that 

support the safe return to their lands. 

Furthermore, we call on the U.S. government at this critical moment to substantially reorient its 

foreign assistance to Colombia so that it is aid for peace, rather than aid for war.  U.S. foreign 

assistance funds should support the peace process and the implementation of peace accords.   

Restructured aid should focus on the safe and sustainable return of land for internally displaced 

persons and refugees including titling and de-mining; integration support for those displaced  
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communities that do not wish to return to their places of origin; and alternative economic 

development programs that respect human rights and the environment and are developed in 

consultation with local communities. We also urge you to advocate for and provide U.S. funding 

for the development of more effective protection programs for human rights defenders, union 

members, returned communities and other communities at risk.  

Recognizing that those who participated in the violence will require support in order to build a 

peace that lasts, U.S. aid should also support the reintegration of demobilized guerilla fighters 

and social services for child soldiers. The lives of demobilized guerrillas who choose to enter the 

political process must be protected so that past calamities are not repeated. 

Finally, this new understanding of U.S. aid should help prevent a return to violence by 

supporting a strengthened justice system, an independent truth commission and an independent 

mechanism to verify peace accord compliance.   

We urge you to recognize the role of Protestant and Catholic churches and those of other 

spiritual traditions, religious communities, faith-based organizations, victims’ associations and 

citizens’ organizations in the process of reconciliation, as they assist victims, help in the 

reintegration of demobilized guerrillas, provide supportive services to child soldiers, and re-

weave the social fabric of their local communities.  

Our faith traditions, our international service experiences and our civic commitments compel us 

to speak now in this critical moment in time. We believe that the United States can play an 

important role to foster and build a just and sustainable peace in Colombia. We urge you to rise 

to meet this challenge. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. William Antone OMI 

USP Missionary Oblates 

Rev. Kip B. Banks, Sr. 

Interim General Secretary 

Progressive National Baptist Convention, 

Inc. 

 

Raimundo C. Barreto Jr., Ph.D. 

Director, Division on Freedom & Justice 

Baptist World Alliance 

 

Rev. Geoffrey A. Black  

General Minister and President 

United Church of Christ 

 

Ed Boschman, D. Min. 

Executive Director 

U.S. Mennonite Brethren 

 

J. Ron Byler 

Executive Director 

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.A 
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Sister Simone Campbell, SSS 

Executive Director 

NETWORK, A National Catholic Social 

Justice Lobby 

 

Patrick Carolan 

Executive Director 

Franciscan Action Network 

 

Br. Kevin Cawley 

Edmund Rice International 

 

Sr. Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN 

Executive Director  

Pax Christi USA 

 

John M Converset, MCCJ 

Director 

Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation 

Office Comboni Missionaries, North 

American Province  

 

Shan Cretin 

General Secretary  

American Friends Service Committee 

 

Marie Dennis 

Co-President 

Pax Christi International 

 

Dr. Cheryl Dudley 

President of the Board of Directors 

Baptist Peace Fellowship 

 

Rev. Robert F. Dueweke 

Rev. Anthony B. Pizzo  

Rev. John Paul Szura 

Br. Thomas Taylor  

Province Commission on Justice and Peace 

Order of St. Augustine 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Linda M. Eastwood 

Coordinator, Colombia Accompaniment 

Program 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

 

Glenmary's Commission on Justice 

 

Rev. Thomas P. Greene, SJ 

Secretary for Social and International 

Ministries 

Jesuit Conference 

 

Nathan Hosler 

Coordinator, Office of Public Witness 

Church of the Brethren 

 

Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo 

Executive Minister 

Justice and Witness Ministries 

United Church of Christ 

 

Jesuit Refugee Services/USA 

 

Mark C. Johnson, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

 

The Rev. Julia Brown Karimu 

President 

Division of Overseas Ministries, Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), and Co-

Executive,  

Global Ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) and United Church of 

Christ 

 

Thomas Kemper 

General Secretary of the Board of Global 

Ministries 

The United Methodist Church  
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Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston 

Executive Director and Advocacy Team 

Leader 

Disciples Center for Public Witness 

 

Katherine Lohre 

President 

National Council of Churches USA 

 

Bro. Jeremiah O’Leary, CFX 

Coordinator for Justice and Peace 

Xaverian Brothers 

 

The Rev. Rafael Malpica  Padilla, D.D. 

Executive Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America/ 

Global Mission 

 

Eli S. McCarthy, PhD 

Justice and Peace Director 

Conference of Major Superiors of Men 

(CMSM) 

 

Rev. John L. McCollough 

President and CEO 

Church World Service 

 

Bro. Brian McLauchlin, SVD 

Coordinator Justice Peace and Integrity of 

Creation Office, Chicago Province 

Society of the Divine Word 

 

Sr. Gayle Lwanga, RGS,  

National Coordinator  

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of 

the Good Shepherd 

 

Kathy McNeely 

Director 

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley 

General Secretary 

American Baptist Churches USA 

 

Ruth W. Messinger 

President 

American Jewish World Service 

 

Rev. Dr. James A. Moos  

Executive Minister, Wider Church 

Ministries, United Church of Christ 

Co-Executive, Global Ministries (UCC and 

Disciples) 

 

Dr. John A. Nunes 

President and CEO 

Lutheran World Relief 

 

Aniedi Okure, OP 

Executive Director 

Africa Faith & Justice Network 

 

Rev. Gradye Parsons 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

Provincial Council of the Clerics of St. 

Viator (Viatorians) 

Rev. Carol Rose 

Director 

Christian Peacemaker Teams 

Bill Scheurer 

Executive Director 

On Earth Peace 

 

Ann Scholz, SSND, PhD 

Associate Director of Social Mission 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
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Jean Stokan 

Director, Institute Justice Team  

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

 

Ervin R. Stutzman  

Executive Director  

Mennonite Church USA 

 

Rev. Dr.  Jack Sullivan, Jr. 

President 

Disciples Justice Action Network 

 

 

Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed 

National Director 

Islamic Society of North America  

 

Mervyn Thomas 

CEO 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide- United 

Kingdom 

 

Rick Ufford-Chase 

Executive Director 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship

Rev. Shannan R. Vance-Ocampo 

Director of Colombia Programs 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

 

Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins 

General Minister and President 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

 

James E. Winkler 

General Secretary 

General Board of Church and Society 

The United Methodist Church

 

 

 


