_ One Hundred and Thirteenth Congréss -
. Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission

O April22,2013 -

The Honorable J ohn F Kerry

B _"'Secretary of State

'U.S. Department of State

5 '.';-‘Washmgton DC20520°

e f-“i_'f"_‘:Dear Secretary Kerry

We wrrte to express our support for the statement by U S Ambassador to the' i

Umted Nations - Susan ' Rice - ‘to . include a - human " rights monitoring and reportmg

- mhechanism when renewing the- mandate for the UN. Mission of the Referendum in
* Western Sahara (MINURSO), which is currently under review by the U.N. Secunty '

, B Council. - As you might be aware, we first expressed our support for th1s “position in an
e Apr11 2011 Tetter to- Secretary Hrllary Clinton and we are gratefui for your leadershlp on -

o th1s lmportant but too often neglected human r1ghts matter L

Amnesty Internatronal and other credlble reports uldlcate that pro-mdependence .

--_"Sahrawr in- Moroccan—controlled Western Sahara- have experrenced human "rights

- violations, 1nc1ud1ng torture, arbltrary detention, ‘lack of due. process, restrlct10ns on‘,: S
i freedom of- ‘expression ‘and assembly Accordmg to, those reports ‘Moroccan agents have = ..

R __-__perpetrated such abuses wrth 1mpumty Reports also 1ndlcate that Morocco contmues to B
- “ - deny . regrstratlon of non- governmental orgamzattons based on pohtrcal grounds and to" S

N hmlt the traveI of fore1gn crv11 socrety 1nterlocutors

It s urgent for the people of Western Sahara to have access to an; mternatlonal

o neutral permanent monitoring and reporting: mechamsm that can‘recéive complamts and T
. ‘investigate human rights violations:- Importantly; the current renewal of the U.N:Mission - - .0 -
- of ‘the Referendum in Western ‘Sahara (MINURSO) underway. at’ the UN.’ Security . oo

' I-Councﬂ presents an opportune moment for such a ‘mechanism to. be ‘established. We ol R

i.encourage the U.S. to contiriue voicing, support for such a mechamsm and to advocate its

& extension to’ ‘both Moroccan—controlled Western: Sahara and Sahrawr refugee camps near

- . Tindouf; Algerla Such a mechamsm would reépreserit a significant step toward. greater )
i :'__protectron of human rrghts as WelI as promote stabrhty and the rule of law 1n the reg10n T

L In addltlon we respectﬁllly call on the U S o encourage Morocco to 1mmed;late1y‘i'f' S ‘-_ : e
B ‘.-_'jhalt the harassment 1nt1m1dat10n and arb1trary arrest and detentlon of pro-mdependence-j S



Sahrawi; to call for the release of Sahrawi prisoners imprisoned for peacefully
exercising their right to freedom of expression and association; to encourage Morocco to
permit the registration of non-governmental organizations regardless of the political
beliefs of its membership; to demand that Morocco allow “free interactions with- all
interlocutors,” including with civil society representatives, as established in Security
Council Resolution 2044 (2012); and to insist that all parties to the conﬂlct cooperate
fully with the operatlons of MINURSO. : _

: American Ieadershlp is needed to advance a polltlcai solution o the ﬁnal status of ,
Western Sahara, to ensure the fair treatment of dissidents, and to protect the tuman nghts |
- ofall the Sahrawi people.. We look forward to Workmg Wlth you to achleve these goals o
: --and We look forward to your response : S S L

Smcerely, o S
:' JamesPMcGovem S ,- EI 7 FrankR Wolf s
‘TLHRC Co-chair .. - = ol - TLHRC Co- Chalr o

Member of Congress .~ = = . Mcmbel_{ofc_ongress - : -




